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An Unusual Answer to a Mother’s Prayer

Linda Jo Peters of Terre Haute, Indiana, felt her “worry button” get pushed when her daughter, Es-
ther, called from college with an unexpected plan. Esther explained she wanted to go camping
alone in a park in southern lllinois. She needed quiet time to think and asked her mother for Bible
verses to read as she prayed about her future.

Linda knew Esther felt strongly about going, even if it made her uneasy. After the call ended, Linda
dropped to her knees and began what she later called “a dialogue with God.” She closed her prayer
with a simple surrender: “I guess you want me on my knees that weekend.”

And that is exactly where she stayed.

The morning after Esther’s first night at camp, she called home. She was safe, she said, and no one
had come near her tent. All night long, however, a skunk had wandered nearby, circling the
campsite.

Later, Linda reflected on the moment with quiet confidence. “There was no way anyone with evil in-
tent would have approached Esther’s tent,” she wrote, “while the power of prayer, in the form of a
black-and-white critter, was circling it.”



Renae’s Thoughts

"And these words... shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house...". Deuteronomy 6:6

As we enter the end of another church education year, | am encouraged and excited
to see what our students have learned throughout this past year. This year the

elementary students started with a new program through Group Publishing called
Dig In - Faith Foundations. Each week the students were taught through a short

video, Bible scripture, crafts, and even games. To see and hear them experience God’s
words through these lessons has been amazing.

They have learned:

1. God is loving.

2. God is forgiving.

3. God is forever.

4. We are God’s Masterpiece!
5. We need God'’s guidance.
6. We have a purpose.

7. We are forgiven.

8. We are deeply loved.

9. We are God'’s servants.
10. We are growing in faith.
11. We are free from sin.

12. We are protected.

Our prayer is to equip our students with God’s truths and allow them to grow a deep
rooted faith that will help them as the grow and defend their faith as they grow into
adults. There is nothing more important for the church than to see our next genera-
tion excited to worship and praise their Heavenly Father above.

As we are excited to see the flowers blooming, temperatures rise, and the grass turn
green, we should all continue to have that excitement to continue to learn and grow
our faith in Jesus. We should never lose our childlike faith. When you look at the list
of what our students have learned this year, we too should be reminded of what He
has done and is still doing in our lives. He is so worthy of our praise and worship.

Renae Lind, Youth Director


https://www.google.com/search?q=Deuteronomy+6%3A6-7&rlz=1CAHDRM_enUS1135&oq=scripture+for+bringing+children+to+the+lord&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRiPAtIBCTExNzQ2ajBqN6gCCLACAfEF65i0YDC2DqnxBeuYtGAwtg6p&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwi5poSClOuT

3rd  9:30 a.m. Worship—Pastor Ray Tilstra
10:30 a.m. Sunday School, all ages, Fellowship
6:30-8:30 p.m. Bestway Driver’s Ed Class
5th  10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
6th  6:00 p.m. Junior High Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
7:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group
7th  National Day of Prayer
10th  Mother’s Day
9:30 a.m. Worship-lan VanWyk
10:30 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting, Sunday School, all ages, Fellowship
11th  6:00 p.m. 4H Meeting with Heather Yunto
6:30 p.m. Young Women’s Bible Study
12th  1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
1:00-6:00 p.m. Rosendale Area Blood Drive
13th  6:00 p.m. Last Junior High Youth Group until Fall
7:30 p.m. Last Senior High Youth Group until Fall
16th  8:00-12:00 Women’s Conference
17th  9:30 a.m. Senior Graduate Recognition Sunday
10:30 a.m. Last Sunday School until Fall, Fellowship
6:00 p.m. Men’s Ministry
19th  10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
21st  6:00 p.m. Elder’s Meeting
7:00 p.m. Consistory Meeting
22nd 6:00 p.m. Central Wisconsin Christian School Commencement
24th  9:30 a.m. Worship-Bruce Wilterdink
Bethel Educators Appreciation
Special Offering Charis
2:00 p.m. Laconia High School Graduation
25th  Memorial Day
Offices Closed
26th  1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
31st  9:30 a.m. Worship-Matt Hofman
10:30 a.m. Deacon’s Meeting, Fellowship



A

Elder’s & Consistory Minutes

Church

Counci/

March 19, 2026 Elder’s Meeting

Schram baptism set for April 12, 2026.
Meal train has been set up for Harley
Coehoorn and Tiptons.

Brochures have been provided from
Kairos Counseling for the congregation.
75+ Spring Luncheon by the care team set
for April 15.

Maundy Thursday service communion
procedure was discussed.

Congregational meeting changed to March
22 due to weather cancellation.

March 19, 2026 Consistory Meeting

On track for Pastor Search with committee
formed.

Search committee: Craig Bresser, Julie
Brown, Amanda Hiemstra, Noah Hiemstra,
Brian Madigan, Randy Pinnow.

Deacons are working on a church rental
agreement form.

Basement project cost was updated for up
to $45,000 to come from a combination of
the General and Building funds.

New computer has been ordered.

Updates ongoing to the church website
through the Communications Pillar.
Trophies of Grace event went well

Next meeting-April 16, 2026.

April 16, 2026 Elder's Meeting

Josh & Jennifer Erdahl requested baptism
for their son, Luke Eli. No date set.

Noah & Bekah Hiemstra requested bap-
tism for their son Jaxson John on June 7th.
Classes will be set up for Covenant Mem-
bership when we have a Pastor in place.
Ryan Arndt will be responsible for sacra-
ments.

Next meeting-May 21, 2026.

April 16, 2026 Consistory Meeting

Information is being collected towards the
purchase of a new copy machine.

Search committee update was given by
Mark Kastein,

Deacons are checking the parsonage in
regards to what needs to be done.
Weather policy update was discussed.
Deacon’s presented a copy of fellowship &
kitchen rental agreement to be used for

outside groups not affiliated with Bethel
Church.

Basement ceiling project cost was dis-
cussed.

New computer and Helo equipment has
been purchased for use in the streaming of
services.

Communications Pillar is updating the
website as an ongoing item.

Mission Pillar reported that the brat fry for
the Alaska Trip made a $2700 profit.

Care team reported that 45 people attend-
ed the 75+ Spring Luncheon.

Next meeting-May 21, 2026.



BIRTHDAYS/
ANNIVERSARIES

1st
2nd
5th
6th
7th
9th
10th
11th

13th
14th

15th

16th

18th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th
25th

26th
27th
28th
29th

30th

Miles Turner

Floyd & Mary Ann Smit
Mary Ann Smit

Brady Theyerl

Rich Buteyn

Alex Zabel

RJ & Kristen Jurjens
Bryana Smit

Byron & Linda Navis
Sophie Newbury
Cody & Michelle Farrell
Briggs Hiemstra
Denise Hiemstra

Evyn VandeBerg
Robert & Lori Coehoorn
lan & Randi Turner
Doug Kamphuis

Judi Post

Jersi Laper

Josh Erdahl

Terra Mattheis

Craig Laper

Carter Farrell

Noah & Bekah Hiemstra
Darlene Kamphuis
Keeton Grade

Rick Pluim

Pam Sauer

Byron Navis

John Tilstra

LaRae Vander Plas
Faaris Turner

Kevin Kamphuis
Randy TerBeest
Shaun Hiemstra
Macie Schram

Olivia Miller

Merwin & Mary Kimble
Bree Gunnink

Karl & Cathy Rens
Jack Hoinacki

Carrie VandeSlunt
Alisa Zabel

Helen Little

SCHEDULES

LIFT 3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

SOUND 3rd
10th

17th
24th

31st
GREETER 3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
LITURGY  3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
NURSERY 3rd
10th

17th
24th
31st
CHILDREN’S 3rd
MESSAGE 17th
FELLOWSHIP 3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st
DVD 3rd
DELIVERY 10th
17th
24th
31st

Rick Redeker

Bob Winkel

Floyd Smit

Ed Montsma
Harley Coehoorn
Kelly VandeZande
Harley Coehoorn

Merwin Kimble
Harley Coehoorn

Kelly VandeZande
Merwin Kimble
Nic Mattheis

Kelly VandeZande
Byron Navis

Ryan Arndt

Nic Mattheis
Sandy VandeZande
Karen Redeker
Jen Post

Amanda Hiemstra
Lori Coehoorn
Lena Arndt
Cameron Hiemstra
Mac Mattheis
Danica Riedeman
Cole Arndt

Randi Turner
Amanda Hiemstra
Jay Smit

Mark Kastein
Greg Smit

Shelly Hiemstra
Bob Winkel

Karen Redeker
Jeanette Winkel
Rosanne Bresser
Shelly Hiemstra
Karen Redeker




It's pizza time! Until May 10, we’re selling Little
Caesars Pizza Kits and Meal Deal Codes to raise
money for our Alaska mission trip. A group of 20
Bethel friends and family will be heading to Alaska
June 20-27 to bring the message of Christ to the
most unchurched state in the United States. Your
pizza purchase will fray costs of the trip. To reach
our goal, we need everyone’s help! Pizza Kits will
be delivered directly to you via FedEx and Meal
Deal Codes are sent via email immediately after
purchase.
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/products?
support=7a5e6bb4-d3bc-47c3-b976-
89c3e25b73d3 If you have any questions about
our fundraiser, contact anyone of the following par-
ticipants: Ed Montsma, Mark Kastein, Rhett Gerits,
Heather Yunto, Bev Yunto, Robin Vossekuil, Jean-
ette Winkel, Dallas or Carrie VandeSlunt, Danelle
Smit, Levi Phillips, Shaun or Amanda Hiemstra,
Jack Hoinacki, Les or Shelly Hiemstra.

Men’s Ministry Fishing

Camp
May 29-31
Camp Luther,
Three Lakes, WI.

Cost will be $50.00 per
person.

If you have questions
contact
Ed Montsma.



https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/products?support=7a5e6bb4-d3bc-47c3-b976-89c3e25b73d3
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/products?support=7a5e6bb4-d3bc-47c3-b976-89c3e25b73d3
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/products?support=7a5e6bb4-d3bc-47c3-b976-89c3e25b73d3

Elders
Merwin Kimble (26)
Dallas VandeSlunt (26)
Shelly Hiemstra (27)
Bob Winkel (27)
Ryan Arndt (28)
Mark Kastein (28)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Vacant, President

Dallas VandeSlunt, VP
Shelly Hiemstra. Clerk

Byron Navis, Deacon Chr.
Kelly VandeZande, Treasurer

TREASURERS

Kelly VandeZande, Treasurer
Randi Turner, Mission

Cheryl Leusink, Accountant

PASTORAL/STAFF
Dallas VandeSlunt, VP
Byron Navis, Deacon Chr

Kelly VandeZande, Treasurer
Shelly Hiemstra, Clerk
Deanna Theyerl

Mary Kimble

BUILDING

Brian Brown

Jared Hoinacki, Chr.
Karl Rens

Phil Laper

Byron Navis

Jay Smit

ELECTION/SELECTION
All Consistory Members

PULPIT SUPPLY
Dallas VandeSlunt, VP
Shelly Hiemstra, Clerk

Consistory 2026

Deacons

920-517-1042 Byron Navis (26) 920-597-0203
920-229-2337 Jay Smit (26) 920-858-1739
920-948-3548 Nic Mattheis (27) 920-904-1337
920-382-5120 Kelly VandeZande (27) 920-346-2100
920-210-5814 Greg Smit (28) 920-229-7159
920-229-7159 Taylor Weisnicht (28) 920-896-1055

WORSHIP PILLAR EDUCATION PILLAR

Leesa Tilstra, Chr. Ryan Arndt, Elder Rep

Deanna Theyerl Jenni Post

Gary Henker
Shelly Hiemstra
Dianne Kastein
Merwin Kimble
Kelly VandeZande

MISSION PILLAR

Ed Montsma, Chr.
Bob Winkel, Elder Rep
Dione Kimble

Ron Mulder

Rick DeBoer

Dan Brown

Randi Turner

CARE TEAM

Sharon Bos, Chr.
Sally Kok

Ann Mulder

Mary Ann Smit
Connie Blank

Nancy DeBoer

Ann Zabel

Deb Pinnow

Merwin Kimble, Elder.

Lori Coehoorn
Angela Arndt
Renae Lind
Jen Post

Jon Post

Nick Kamphuis

COMMUNICATION PILLAR
Mark Kastein, Chr.

Judi Post

Renae Lind

Jon Post
Nick Kamphuis
Nic Mattheis

YOUTH GROUP SPONSORS
Dallas VandeSlunt
Nick Kamphuis

Alissa Barthuly
Anna Lind

Bill Lind

Julie Brown

Alex Tipton

Jesse Tipton
Carrie VandeSlunt

CARE ELDERS

Les Hiemstra

Linda Smit

Herb Beekman

Shelly Hiemstra, Liaison



Bethel Church
305 W Main St
Brandon, WI 53919
920-346-5810
www.bethelbrandon.org
Find us on Facebook,
Twitter, & Instagram

BETHEL CHURCH

Pastor, Vacant

Renae Lind, Youth Director
youthministry@bethelbrandon.org
Office: 920-346-5810 Ext. 16
M, T, Th: 8a.m. - 3 p.m.

W, F: 8 a.m. - Noon
Cell 920-960-2852

Judi Post, Secretary
secretary@bethelbrandon.org
Office 920-346-5810 Ext. 10
M-Th:9a.m.-3p.m.

F: 9 a.m. - Noon
Cell 920-979-3908

Cheryl Leusink, Accountant
leusinkcl@gmail.com
920-597-0636

Custodians
jasonssmit438@yahoo.com
Jason Smit Cell 920-858-1739
Danelle Smit Cell 920-851-8624



