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The Joy of the Resurrection

We Christians simply cannot get over the reality
of the Resurrection. For us, the fact that God
raised Christ from the dead proves that Christ’s
way alone is God’s answer to the sins and

horrors of the world. The truths Christ taught
. when he walked on earth stand solid and

irrefutable. The light he brought is the only light
that never goes out, for it is the eternal light of
God’s glory. Christ’s life is the clearest example of how God intends for us to
live. His way is the way that makes the most sense for our lives on this
earth. The saints throughout history have shown that again and again.

The hope Christ offers is the only true and lasting hope. Ultimately, it is our
assurance that life can be good and joy-filled for all. Consider the words St.
Paul wrote to the church at Rome and apply them to your own life: “Just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans
6:4—5, NRSV).




Renae’s Thoughts

Who are you?
If someone were to ask you that question, how would you respond?

This was a question asked of our youth group kids. Some said a basketball player, a wrestler, a volleyball
player, a gamer, etc.

The truth is that those are things we do not who we are.
If we have declared Jesus as our Lord and Savior, that is where our true identity is found.

Colossians 3:1-3, “Since you have been raised to a new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of
heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand.”

We have all known someone who has gone through an identity crisis. That typically means at some point,
they took a look at their life and thought, “| have no idea who | am anymore.”

It's actually very normal. Everyone works through some form of those feelings in their lifetime. Maybe there
have been changes in your personal life, family, at school that have made you question what you’re all
about.

In Colossians 3:1-3, Paul addresses this topic to the church in Colossae. He’s reminding these believers that
their old life has died and their new life is with Christ.  Our identity, our very own life, is no longer ours, but is
found in Christ and all that He has done for us. What an amazing gift that is.

With this, we should no longer struggle to find who we are but because of our human nature, and throughout
our lives we will continually have to make the choice to be who God wants us to be, and not just follow our
own path.

The whole world is trying to direct us in who we should be. Social media can bombard us and convince us to
follow the ways of the world. Our friends and loved ones may have their own opinions of what career path we
should take, or who we should hang around with, and so on.

Jeremiah 1:5, “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you.

Psalm 139:15-16, “You watched me as | was being formed in utter seclusion, as | was woven together in the
dark of the womb. You saw me before | was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every
moment was laid out before a single day has passed.”

God designed each one of us and knew us from the very beginning of the world. He knew you before you
were even born. This fact should really make us think of how valuable we are to the Creator of the Universe.

The Bible says clearly that God thinks you are special and He created you the way you are for a reason, and
that He loves you just the way you are. Just look at the two verses we just read. Without a doubt God loves
you.

He loved us so much that He was willing to sacrifice His only Son for you. God gave us His Word, the Bible,
to give us a clear message that God made you and loves you more than anyone else in the world is ever go-
ing to love you. People’s love is flawed, but God’s love is perfect.

We are so loved by God and our true identity is found in Him as soon as you confess that Jesus is your Lord
and Savior. So to take some of the pressure off of yourself, remember the only way to figure out who you re-
ally are is by understanding who God is and by becoming who He made you to be - perfectly designed by a
perfect God!

Renae Lind, Youth Director
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PASTORAL
SEARCH
COMMITTEE

Those voted on by the Consistory for the
Search Committee are:

Mark Kastein, Chairman

Craig Bresser

Julie Brown

Amanda Hiemstra

Noah Hiemstra

Brian Madigan

Randy Pinnow

Pray for the search process and those
involved and the one that the Lord has
chosen to lead Bethel Church.

MISSION
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Persons who will be participating in the
Alaska Mission Trip June 20-27 are:

Ed Montsma

Mark Kastein

Rhett Gerrits

Heather Yunto

Bev Yunto

Robin Vossekuil

Jeanette Winkel

Jack Hoinacki

Dallas & Carie VandeSlunt

Danelle Smit

Levi Phillips

Les & Shelly Hiemstra

Shaun, Amanda, Cameron, Parker, Sam &
Jake Hiemstra

Please pray for them as they are preparing for
the trip.

Bethel Church of Brandon
Senior High Fund Raiser
Baked Potato Bar/Movie Night

When: April 25, 2026
Where: Brandon Bethel
Meal Served from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
The movie will start at 7:00 p.m.

Thank

you,

Y~

Thank you to all who came to donate at
the Red Cross Blood Drive on March
10th. Thanks again to Bethel Church for
allowing the use of the fellowship hall
and to Jay Smit for setting up and taking
down. Forty units were collected.

Mark your calendars and plan ahead to
donate to help save lives.
Rosendale-Tue., May 12, 1:00-6:00 p.m.
Brandon-Tue. July 14, 12:00-6:00 p.m.
Co-coordinators,

Judith Henker

Sue VandeKolk
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SCHEDULES

LIFT 5th
12th
19th
26th
5th
12th
19th
26th
5th
12th
19th
26th
5th
12th
19th
26th
5th
12th
19th
26th
CHILDREN’S 12th
MESSAGE 19th
FELLOWSHIP 5th
12th
19th
26th

SOUND

LITURGY

GREETER

NURSERY

DVD
DELIVERY 12th
19th

26th

Bob Winkel

Floyd Smit

Nic Mattheis

Ed Montsma
Harley Coehoorn
Merwin Kimble
Kelly VandeZande
Harley Coehoorn
Jen Post

Amanda Hiemstra
Mark Kastein
Shelly Hiemstra
Greg Smit

Shelly Hiemstra
Bob Winkel

Dallas VandeSlunt
Cole Arndt
Rosanne Bresser
Nariah Lind

Sadie Newbury
Heather Wegner
Julie Brown

NO FELLOWSHIP
Byron Navis

Ryan Arndt
Taylor Weisnicht

5th Karen Redeker

Jeanette Winkel
Rosanne Bresser
Shelly Hiemstra
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1st
2nd
3rd
7th
8th
11th
12th
14th
16th
17th

18th
19th
20th
21st

22nd
24th

25th

27th

28th
29th

30th

-
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BIRTHDAY/
ANNIVERSARIES

Bruce Belmer

Lexi Dahlke

Chase Hoinacki
Aaron Beekman
Ann Mulder

Lennis Hiemstra
Macie Schram
Makalya Martinek
Owen Beekman
Jennifer Erdahl
Shelly Freiberg
Sam Owens

Betty DeBoer

Les Hiemstra

Nick Kamphuis
Josh & Krista Schliep
Adelynn Knox
Reed Redeker
Jean TerBeest
Coty Hiemstra

Eric Mulder

Rhett Huebschman
Herb Beekman
Shyanne VandeBerg
Rick Redeker
Allison Owens

Jeff & Jane Brown
Nash Weideman
Bill & Renae Lind
Levi Phillips

Art VandeBerg

Jeff & Bree Gunnink
Zach DeBoer
Angie Smit
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Wed., 1st  6:00 p.m. Junior High Youth Group

LY L -
7:00 p.m. Cantata/Choir Practice ,.&‘ P R [ ]_ 1‘*,
7:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group AP Ar
Thu.,2nd  6:00 p.m. Free Community Meal ' iﬂM

7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service with communion served
Sun., 5th 8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m. Worship with Bethel Choir Cantata: “Is He Worthy?”
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR FELLOWSHIP
12:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall in Use
Tue., 7th 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
6:30 p.m. Women'’s Bible Study with Leesa
Wed., 8th  6:00 p.m. Junior High Youth Group
7:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group
10th-11th  Alaska Trip Brat Fry
Sun., 12th  9:30 a.m. Worship-Toby Thomack, Baptism
10:30 a.m. Deacon’s Meeting, Sunday School all ages, Fellowship
6:30 p.m. Bestway Drivers Ed Class
Mon., 13th  6:00 p.m. 4H with Heather Yunto
6:30 p.m. Young Women’s Bible Study
Tue., 14th  1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
6:30 p.m. Women'’s Bible Study with Leesa
Wed., 15th  12:00 p.m. Care Team 75+ Spring Luncheon
6:00 p.m. Junior High Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
7:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group
Thu., 16th  9:00 a.m. Bethel Quilters
6:00 p.m. Elder’'s Meeting
7:00 p.m. Consistory Meeting
17th-19th Silver Birch Senior High Work Project
Sun., 19th  9:30 a.m. Worship-Seth Sundstrom
10:30 a.m. Sunday School for all, Fellowship
6:00 p.m. Men’s Ministry
6:30 p.m. Bestway Drivers Ed Class
Tue., 21st  10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
Wed., 22nd 6:00 p.m. Junior High Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
7:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group
Sat., 25th  4:30-7:00 p.m. Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser
Sun., 26th  9:30 a.m. Worship-Dr. Tim Vanden Lagenberg; Special Offering-Care Team
10:30 a.m. Deacon’s Meeting, Fellowship, Sunday School all ages
6:30 p.m. Bestway Drivers Ed Class
Mon., 27th  6:30 p.m. Young Women’s Bible Study
Tue., 28th  1:00-3:00 p.m. Senior Gathering
Wed., 29th  6:00 p.m. Junior High Youth Group
7:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group



To reserve your spot, please fill out )
the form linked below or call Bethel

office at (920)—346—5810. 4
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Saturday, May 16th

8AM-8:45AM Brunch
9AM Worship
Floral Workshop to Follow

305 W Main St, Brandon, WI 53919

Brunch & Fellowship | | Bethel Praise Worship Guest Speaker Floral Workshop



Elders
Merwin Kimble (26)
Dallas VandeSlunt (26)
Shelly Hiemstra (27)
Bob Winkel (27)
Ryan Arndt (28)
Mark Kastein (28)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Vacant, President

Dallas VandeSlunt, VP
Shelly Hiemstra. Clerk

Byron Navis, Deacon Chr.
Kelly VandeZande, Treasurer

TREASURERS

Kelly VandeZande, Treasurer
Randi Turner, Mission

Cheryl Leusink, Accountant

PASTORAL/STAFF
Dallas VandeSlunt, VP
Byron Navis, Deacon Chr

Kelly VandeZande, Treasurer
Shelly Hiemstra, Clerk
Deanna Theyerl

Mary Kimble

BUILDING

Brian Brown

Jared Hoinacki, Chr.
Karl Rens

Phil Laper

Byron Navis

Jay Smit

ELECTION/SELECTION
All Consistory Members

PULPIT SUPPLY
Dallas VandeSlunt, VP

Consistory 2026

920-517-1042
920-229-2337
920-948-3548
920-382-5120
920-210-5814
920-229-7159

WORSHIP PILLAR
Leesa Tilstra, Chr.
Deanna Theyerl
Gary Henker
Shelly Hiemstra
Dianne Kastein
Merwin Kimble
Kelly VandeZande

MISSION PILLAR

Ed Montsma, Chr.
Bob Winkel, Elder Rep
Dione Kimble

Ron Mulder

Rick DeBoer

Dan Brown

CARE TEAM

Sharon Bos, Chr.
Sally Kok

Ann Mulder

Mary Ann Smit
Connie Blank

Nancy DeBoer

Ann Zabel

Deb Pinnow

Merwin Kimble, Elder.

Deacons

Byron Navis (26) 920-597-0203
Jay Smit (26) 920-858-1739
Nic Mattheis 2(7) 920-904-1337
Kelly VandeZande (27) 920-346-2100
Greg Smit (28) 920-229-7159
Taylor Weisnicht (28) 920-896-1055

EDUCATION PILLAR

Ryan Arndt, Elder Rep

Jenni Post

Lori Coehoorn
Angela Arndt
Renae Lind
Jen Post

Jon Post

Nick Kamphuis

COMMUNICATION PILLAR
Mark Kastein, Chr.

Judi Post

Renae Lind

Jon Post
Nick Kamphuis
Nic Mattheis

YOUTH GROUP SPONSORS
Dallas VandeSlunt

Nick Kamphuis
Alissa Barthuly
Anna Lind

Bill Lind

Julie Brown

Alex Tipton

Jesse Tipton
Carrie VandeSlunt

CARE ELDERS

Les Hiemstra

Linda Smit

Herb Beekman

Shelly Hiemstra, Liaison



Bethel Church
305 W Main St
Brandon, WI 53919
920-346-5810
www.bethelbrandon.org
Find us on Facebook,
Twitter, & Instagram

BETHEL CHURCH

Pastor, Vacant

Renae Lind, Youth Director
youthministry@bethelbrandon.org
Office: 920-346-5810 Ext. 16
M, T, Th: 8a.m. -3 p.m.

W, F: 8 a.m. - Noon
Cell 920-960-2852

Judi Post, Secretary
secretary@bethelbrandon.org
Office 920-346-5810 Ext. 10
M-Th:9a.m.-3p.m.

F: 9 a.m. - Noon
Cell 920-979-3908

Cheryl Leusink, Accountant
leusinkcl@gmail.com
920-597-0636

Custodians
jasonssmit438@yahoo.com
Jason Smit Cell 920-858-1739
Danelle Smit Cell 920-851-8624



